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BACKGROUND

• Gender equality is becoming more widely
acknowledged as a goal within the Cultural and
Creative Sectors (CCS)

• Urgent equality policy interventions is needed

• It is necessary to “make the invisible visible”
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GENDER ANALYSIS

What kind of information do we have on the
role played by women in the Cultural and
Creative Sectors to date?

1. Systematized literature review on gender and CCS 
(6631 articles)

2. Identifying existing gender gaps in the European CCS’ 
official statistics
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1. Systematized literature review on gender and CCS

Gender / Female / Women AND
Domain Subdomains

GENERAL cultur* AND creative /  sector / industr*
heritage museum
archive
librar*
book, press comic, editorial, journal, publish*
visual art* fashion, furniture, graphic, interior, jewel*, paint*, photograph*, sculpt*, street art
performing art* perform*, circus, concert, danc*, festival, live, music, opera, orchestra, stage, theatre
audio visual, 
multimedia

animation, cinema, documentar*, film, motion picture, movie, radio, series, show, sound, television, tv, 
video game, video

architect*
advertisement ads, advertis*
art craft

Searches by Title in Web of Science:
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1. Systematized literature review on gender and CCS

Heritage

2,32%

Archives

2,07%

Library

2,56%

Book and Press

17,80%

Visual Arts

9,35%

Performing Arts

20,48%

Audiovisual 

and 

Multimedia

37,08%

Adverstising

5,35%

Arts and Crafts

0,41%

Total searches = 174

Final article selection = 6631

Percentual article contributions per 
cultural domain:



7 09/03/2023

1. Systematized literature review on gender and CCS
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1. Systematized literature review on gender and CCS
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Overall temporal evolution: 

Total published articles per year
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1. Systematized literature review on gender and CCS
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1. Systematized literature review on gender and CCS
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1. Systematized literature review on gender and CCS

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

550
19
58

19
67

19
68

19
69

19
70

19
71

19
72

19
73

19
74

19
75

19
76

19
77

19
78

19
79

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

Arts and Crafts

Adverstising

Audiovisual and Multimedia

Performing Arts

Visual Arts

Book and Press

Library

Archives

Heritage



12 09/03/2023

Main conclusions

1. The publication rate on gender and CCS reflects the broad increasing interest in the topic

2. To incentivize investigation and publication on the women role in the CCS, in particular
about Heritage, Library, Archives, Architecture and, especially, Arts and Crafts

3. To promote research in the stages of the value chain of CCS where the role of women is less
emphasized, such as:

- Preservation and conservation (except Archives)

- Management and regulation(Visual, Performing, Advertising)

- Creation (Audio-visual and multimedia)
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Outputs

1. Open access dataset

2. Incorporation to MESOC’s Toolkit and Serapeum
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A guide for statistical institutions and
policymakers with relevant and grounded
suggestions and recommendations to adapt
existing survey instruments and to develop
internationally comparable polls to better
capture the extent of women's role in culture

2. European CCS’ Statistics
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2.1 Report Review European CCS’ Statistics and Gender

• 30 UNESCO and European reports on CCS and gender (2013-2022)

• Frameworks laying the foundations for change:

- Human Rights perspective

- Culture’s transformative power

- Sustainable development

• Current issues: The CCS’ paradox
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2.1 Report Review European CCS’ Statistics and Gender

Current issues: consumption, education, employment

segregation presence and visibility

salary recognition and acclaim
employment conditions stereotypes
decision-making and 
leadership positions

domestic and 
caring responsabilities

access to resources, 
influence networks and funding sexual harassment
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2.2 Empirical analysis

• 536 official statistics

• 27 EU Countries

• 13 different topics concerning both social
and economic aspects

• Gender-disaggregated data
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2.2 Empirical analysis

• EU CCS statistics are not
systematically disaggregated by
gender

• Only Spain sex-disaggregated data in
all official cultural statistics (2007
Law for Effective Equality between
Men and Women’s - Article 20)

• Not all EU mandatory national
statistics were sex-disaggregated
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2.2 Empirical analysis

• Lack of gender-disaggregated data in
the statistics concerning the
international trade of goods and
services and cultural enterprises

• Even when statistics present
disaggregated data for the gender
variable, it is still not always possible
to make comparisons since there is no
common methodology for data
collection
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Main policy recommendation

1. To establish a European-level guideline urging the Member States to introduce a
gender equality law that includes the adaptation of statistics

2. To require gender-disaggregated data from all mandatory statistics at the
European level with particular attention to cultural and creative enterprises and
international trade

3. To establish an independent European observatory for the CCS or implement
the three-stage action plan proposed by the Open Method of Coordination
working group of Member States’ experts
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Main policy recommendation

4. To set up a joint working group of gender and statistics experts who can advise
on how to introduce the gender variable into the more complex survey

5. To actively emphasize and promote the inclusion of further socio-economic
variables susceptible to intersecting with gender, aggravating and further
complicating patterns of disadvantage, exclusion and inequality
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