
AIM OF THE EVENT  
Culture stands at the very center of Europe's long and complicated history. Across different eras and
places, this has included the role that culture can play as a driver of public policy for social and
political cohesion and inclusion. Right now, the potential is ripe to significantly enhance the role of
European culture to improve lives and advance society, as outlined by the New European Agenda
for Culture and emphasized by a number of recent initiatives such as Horizon Europe Cluster 2 and
the newest thematic KIC - Knowledge and Innovation Community.
 
The strength and diversity of European culture is currently emerging as a main asset, not only to
reinforce the EU welfare model in a challenging world, but the Union's geo-strategic positioning.
 
MESOC's research has sought to develop innovative methodologies to capture and measure the
wider societal value of culture that includes, but is not limited to its economic impact. It also
encompasses personal health and well-being, urban renovation and regeneration and people's
engagement and participation.
 
MESOC provides improved cultural value measurements, including by the use of AI, and case
studies in support of effective and inclusive policies and institutional frameworks which offer a
convincing vision for citizens to face current cultural and societal transformations. Furthermore, the
project uses hundreds of academic and grey literature documents, delved into dozens of city case
studies, and interviewed scores of experts and stakeholders. We have also invested in the
technological development needed to exploit the knowledge and resources, building toolkits for a
new vision to develop policies oriented to the cultural and creative sectors. 
 
At the final conference of MESOC on March 9 and 10 in Paris, we want to consolidate an existing
community of practice committed to maximizing the creative transformation of society. This
conference will also feature the co-construction of the Paris Declaration to work with stakeholders
to lay down the conceptual and operational principles of this community of practice. 

Contact: info@mesoc-project.eu 
Link for registration 

March 9 and 10, 2023 | Césure - 13 rue Santeuil, Paris 

EXPLORING AND ASSESSING THE
SOCIETAL IMPACTS  OF CULTURE

https://my.weezevent.com/mesoc-final-event


09:00

09:30-09:45

09:45-10:15

11:20-11:40

12:30-13:30

Welcome coffee and registration

Opening Remarks
Giuliana Sicolo, MESOC project Officer, European Commission
Pau Rausell Köster, University of Valencia, Econcult 

Keynote speech - Social goals of the EIT Culture and creativity 
Bernd Fesel, Chief Executive Officer EIT Culture and Creativity 

Lunch break

Coffee break

11:40-12:30

10:30-11:20

Q&A

Convergent model - Pau Rausell Köster, University of Valencia, Econcult
City pilots and result of experiences - Grazia Concilio and Irene Bianchi, Politecnico di
Milano, Department of Architecture and Urban Studies
Enabling conditions of the social impact of culture - Lluís Bonet and Giada Calvano,
University of Barcelona

Panel: KNOWLEDGE

Handbook - Lluís Bonet and Giada Calvano, University of Barcelona
Policy Briefs - Arthur Le Gall, KEA European Affairs
Gender Analysis and CCS, Status and Recommendation - Borja Abril and Sendy Ghirardi,
University of Valencia, Econcult

Panel: RESOURCES

MESOC Toolkit and Document Repository - Sanda Martinčić-Ipšić and Božidar Kovačić,
University of Rijeka 
AU culture platform - Sendy Ghirardi, University of Valencia, Econcult
Serapeum - Dragan Čišić, University of Rijeka - online 
SICCRED. Societal Impact of Culture and Creativity. Regional European Dashboard - Jordi
Sanjuán Belda, University of Valencia, Econcult

Panel: TOOLS
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DAY 1 - Thursday, March 9

13:30-14:30

10:15-10:30



14:30-14:40

14:40-15:30

16:20-16:30

17:20-17:30

DAY 1  - Thursday, March 9

Introduction of the afternoon session 
Francesco Molinari, University of Valencia, Econcult 

Coffee break 

16:30-17:20

15:30-16:20

Robert Alagjozovski, Former Cultural Ministry of Macedonia
Santiago Alfaro, Former Deputy Manager of Performing Arts and Cultural Industries at the
Metropolitan Municipality of Lima 
Julie Hervé, Eurocities 
Marta Jiménez Pumares, Policy Officer at European Commission

Round table #1- How is MESOC useful for policy makers? 

Moderated by: Arthur Le Gall, KEA European Affairs 

Annalisa Cicerchia, ISTAT
Aline Denis, French Ministry of Culture (tbc)
Ignasi Guardans, CEO at CUMEDIAE Culture & Media Agency Europe, Former politician
at EU parliament
Giuliana Sicolo, Project Officer EU (tbc)

Round table #3 - How to raise awareness of the centrality of societal impacts of
culture in the European political sphere?

Moderated by Pascal Brunet, Relais Culture Europe 

Kornelia Kiss, Culture Action Europe 
Edvin Liverić, HKD – Croatian Cultural Center Rijeka
Eva Riccio, Friche la Belle de Mai

Round table #2- How is MESOC useful for cultural operators?

Moderated by: Montserrat Pareja Eastaway, Univeristy of Barcelona

First Day wrap-up
Francesco Molinari, University of Valencia, Econcult 
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09:00

09:30-10:00

10:00-11:00

11:00-11:15

12:45-13:15

13:15-14:15

15:45-16:00

Welcome coffee and registration

Review of day one and introduction to day two
Francesco Molinari, University of Valencia, Econcult 

Coffee break

Artificial intelligence for cultural policies | Baptiste Caramiaux, CNRS
Designing new cultural policies oriented to societal goal | Dave O’ Brien, Professor of
Cultural and Creative Industries Sheffield University Management School 
Measuring cultural policy impacts | Andrea Gallelli, EUROSTAT (tbc)

Keynote speeches: 

Discussion

Victoria D. Alexander, UNCHARTED 
Grazia Concilio, MESOC
Susanne Janssen, INVENT

Dialogue between MESOC and the Sister projects 

11:15-12:45

Lunch break

Open debate - Looking towards the future. What are the next steps for
European cultural policies? Paris Declaration 
Talks: Raúl Abeledo, Cultural Observatory University of Valencia; Ilaria Tosoni,
Politecnico di Milano; Rarita Zbranca, Cluj Cultural Center; Chema Segovia, Culturalink.
Moderated by Tony Ramos Murphy, MESOC External Advisory Board 

Approval of the Paris Declaration

Closing Remarks

14:15-15:45

16:00-16:30
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DAY 2  - Friday, March 10 



www.cesure.paris

This event is taking place at Césure, a transient occupation project led by
Plateau Urbain in partnership with Yes We Camp, on the former Censier
campus of Sorbonne-Nouvelle, in Paris. This 25,000 m2 site, hosting a
vast workspace for more than 180 resident structures and 1,000 students
since the summer of 2022, is becoming an experimentation ground for
inventing new ways of learning from each other.

MESOC has received funding from Horizon
2020 - the EU Framework Programme for
Research and Innovation (2014-2020) -
under Grant Agreement n°870935.

www.mesoc-project.eu | info@mesoc-project.eu

13 rue Santeuil, Paris 
Censier-Daubenton


